
T h e  La f o n t  M u s e u m  i s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f ra m e s  a n d 
s u n g l a s s e s  p e r s o n a l l y  c u ra t e d  b y  L a u r e n c e  a n d 
P h i l i p p e  L a f o n t .  T h e  c o u p l e  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r 
v i n t a g e  f r a m e s  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  t h e i r  v a r i o u s 
t ravels,  a s  w e l l  a s  s t y l e s  f r o m  t h e  5 0 ’ s  a n d  6 0 ’ s 
s o l d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r u e  Vi g n o n  b o u t iq u e.

T h e  R e e d i t i o n  c o l l e c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  t h e  D N A 
o f  t h e  b ra n d  s i n c e  19 23,  t a k i n g  i n s p i ra t i o n  f r o m  
v i n t a g e  s t y l e s  a n d  a d d i n g  c o n t e m p o ra r y  t w i s t s 
t o  t h e  d e s i g n s .

C a t - e y e  a n d  r o u n d  s i l h o u e t t e s  h i t  h i g h  m a r k s 
i n  the  Reedit io n  co l le c tio n  with  a  wide ra n ge of  hu es 
a n d  v i n ta g e  d e ta i l s  s u c h  a s  r i ve t s  a n d  key-h o l e 
b r i d g e s .  Ea c h  s t y l e  i s  a n  e x p re s s i o n  o f  F re n c h 
s p e c ta c l e  m a n u fa c t u r i n g  a n d  t ra d i t i o n .
 
Th e  l a n d m a r k  m o d e l s  o f  t h e  Re e d i t i o n  c o l l e c t i o n 
a re  the  fa m o us  GENIE,  SO CR ATE a nd J U PITER  f ra m es.
 
Lafo n t  wishes  yo u  a  Ha p py New Yea r,  with  a  fa b u lo us 
p a i r  o f  f ra m e s!

Th e  u n iq u e  s e le c t io n  c o m p ro mis e s  o f  ove r  30 0  s t y le s 
f ro m  va r io u s  d e cad e s  a n d  c o u n t r ie s .

Th e  La fo n t  h o u s e  –  w h o  re s p e c t s  a n d  d e fe n d s  c ra f t s -
m a n s h i p  va l u e s  –  wa n t e d  t o  s h a re  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s 
a s  a n  ex p re s s io n  o f  d ive rs i t y  a n d  o r ig i n a l i t y  wi th i n 
o p t i ca l .  Ea c h  o f  th e  La fo n t  b o u t iq u e s  s h owca s e s  pa r t 

I n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  F r e n c h 
A i r fo rc e  a n d  th e  S p e c ia l  Ed i t io n  La  Fayet te  f ra m e, 
L a f o n t  r e l e a s e s  a  n e w  S O C R A T E  s u n g l a s s  w i t h 
a n  a r ray  o f  c o l o rs  a n d  p o la r ized  le n s e s .

Th e  y e a r  wa s  1916  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s  h a d  y e t 
to  of f ic ial ly  ente r  Wo rld Wa r I.  Des pite  this,  a handfu l 
o f  yo u n g  a m b i t io u s  A m e r ica n  p i l o t s  wa n ted  to  s h ow 
t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  F re n c h,  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  
va l u e s  t ha t  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  h e ld  d e a r.
A  sq uad ro n  co n s is t i n g  e n ti re ly  of  A m e rica n  vo lu n tee rs 
wa s  o rg a n ize d  to  l e n d  s u p p o r t  to  t h e  F re n c h  A r my.  
Th e  La  Fa ye t te  s q u a d ro n  m a d e  i t s  d e b u t  i n  1916, 
na m ed af te r  the  Ma rq uis  de La  Fayet te,  a  F re n ch  he ro 
of  the  US Wa r  of  I nde p e nde n ce a nd a n  a p p ro p riate 
sy m b o l  o f  f r ie n d s h i p  b et we e n  th e  t wo  c o u n t r ie s .  
The  sq uad ro n’s  i n s ig n ia  was  the  head of  S io ux  I ndia n 
C h i e f,  sy m b o l iz i n g  s t re n g t h  a n d  c o u ra g e.  Th e  u n i t 
f o u g h t  i n  e v e r y  b a t t l e  o f  t h e  wa r,  a n d  n o ta b l y  t h e 
b a t t l e  o f  Ve rd u n  o n e  o f  t h e  l o n g e s t  a n d  c o s t l i e s t 
b a t t l e s  i n  h i s to r y.

U p o n  e n t r y  i n to  WWI  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  p i l o t s  f ro m 
t h e  La  Fa y e t t e  s q u a d ro n  w e re  i n c o r p o ra t e d  i n t o 

t h e  U S  A r m y  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  f i g h t e r  p i l o t s 
of  Ame rica which eventually  became the US Ai r  Fo rce.  
By  the  e nd of  the  wa r,  267 A m e rica n  p i lo ts  had se r ved 
i n  t h e  La  Fa ye t te  F ly i n g  G ro u p.
To  c o m m e m o ra te  t h e  10 0 t h a n n ive r s a r y  t h e  La fo n t 
S tudio  to o k  s p e cial  co n s ide ratio n  to  the  n eeds  of  the 
p i lo ts  who so u ght  a  l ight weight,  e rgo n o mic  su n glas s 
s u i ta b l e  fo r  d a i ly  u s e.  Th e  re s u l t  p a y s  t r i b u te  to  t h e 
sq uad ro n’s  i n s ig n ia  a nd t radit io n s,  featu r i n g  the  S io ux 
head lase r  eng raved o n the lenses.  Now availa ble fo r 
co nsume rs  the SOCR ATE su nglasses  is  availa ble in  fou r 
c o l o r ways  a n d  p o la r ized  le n s e s .
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of  th i s  c o l le c t io n,  wi th  d i f fe re n t  d e cad e s  h ig h l ig h ted 
a t  e a c h  s h o p.


